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J. Christian Bay and His Account
of Hans Christian Andersen's
Visit to Chicago
by ROLF ERICKSON

The legendary Jens Christian Bay, librarian of the John
Crerar Library of Chicago, and Danish-American writer,
never met Hans Christian Andersen, of course, since he had
been but three years old when Andersen died in 1875. And,
Hans Christian Andersen never visited America though he
had been offered countless invitations.
Bay's primary purpose in creating a story about an
imaginary trip by Hans Christian Andersen to Chicago was
to focus on the 150th anniversary of Hans Christian Andersen's birth, April 2, 1955. Commemorations were held in
Andersen's memory in 60 countries throughout the world,
Denmark, naturally, held many celebrations. Great Britain's
National Book League held a book exhibit in London, and
Paris had an international exhibit of children's illustrations
of the Andersen tales. The Mayor of Jerusalem suggested
that a street be named for the writer. 1 The New York Public
Library held special story hours and the Danish Ambassador,
Henrik L. Kauffmann, announced plans for a statue of Hans
Christian Andersen to be placed in New York's Central
Park2 while in Chicago, Dania gave both a luncheon and an
evening party on H. C. Andersen's day. 3
In addition to contributing to the celebration of Andersen's 150th, Bay sought to portray the Danish colony of
Chicago and, in doing so, provided us with a snapshot of the
colony as it was in April 1955. In addition he sought to pay
homage to Ellen Andersen Mose, a young woman whom he
admired and had known from her childhood. Ellen Kirstine
Andersen, her sister Agnes Ingrid and brother Holger
Christian, were the children of his good friends Axel and
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Olga Andersen. Both Axel and Olga were born in Denmark
and emigrated as young adults. 4 Axel, a carpenter by trade
and a builder by occupation, was very active in Dania and
popular with young and old alike. 5 Olga was known as a
"kitchen poet," writing about the concerns of everyday life
and her poetry has been published in a charming little
volume, Mit K0kkenvindnu, (My kitchen window). 6 Ellen,
in 1955, was married to Donald Mose and the mother of two
children. Donald was the son of Einar Mose, a librarian who
worked for Bay at the John Crerar Library. Ellen was then,
as she is now, a very attractive and intelligent person with a
vivacious personality and appealing sense of humor. Ellen,
her husband Donald, her siblings Agnes and Holger, and her
sister Agnes' husband Walter were "the second generation"
which Bay and his friends were hoping would continue to
nourish Danish culture in the U.S.
J. Christian Bay was born October 12, 1871 in
Rudk0bing, a small town on the island of Langeland, Denmark, the son of a sea captain and ship owner. He graduated
in botany from the University of Copenhagen in 1892. He
came to the U.S. the same year to work at the Missouri
Botanical Garden in St. Louis. There he met Elisabeth
Detjen, a native of Altkloster, Hanover, Germany, whom he
married in 1893. From 1894 to 1897 he worked as a bacteriologist for the Iowa State Board of Health in Des Moines
and as a teacher in a private school. In 1900 he was invited to
the Library of Congress by a Norwegian-American librarian,
James Christian Meinich Hanson, who needed someone to
work on catalog classification schedules for geography,
anthropology and education and to write the first cataloging
work on medicine. Then in 1905 he was appointed to a
position of classifier at the John Crerar Library in Chicago.
At John Crerar he was also medical reference librarian, and
acting librarian until he was named librarian in 1928.7 He
retained that position until he retired whereupon he was
named Librarian Emeritus. J. Christian and Elisabeth had
five children: Helmut, Axel, Elisabeth, Alfred, and Doris
(Mrs. Theodore Krohne). Elisabeth continues to live in the
family home in Elmhurst. 8
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In Chicago, Bay entered wholeheartedly into the
intellectual life of the city and the Danish American colony.
He became active in the Dania Society of Chicago. And,
although he maintained a full-time job as director of the John
Crerar Library, he wrote and published many books and
articles. The Library of Congress' National Union Catalog
lists 150 books by Bay, and I doubt that anyone has
attempted to count the articles and essays which must
number in the several hundreds.
J. Christian Bay lived to celebrate his 90th birthday and
died at his home at 210 Elm A venue in Elmhurst, April 12,
1962.
It is clear that J. Christian Bay studied the life of Andersen carefully for he recreated the man whom Andersen's
contemporaries knew. Andersen was a man totally preoccupied with himself - emotional, anxious, morose, and
vain, yet very kind to others. Andersen enjoyed being
lionized and it is clear that Bay understood that side of
Andersen's character along with many other facets of his
personality, such as his preoccupation with his health and
the remembering of long past hurts and grievances. He
enjoyed knowing that people read his stories; he delighted in
having his photographs taken. 9 In short, Bay has been
faithful to the biographical material. In addition, Bay was
well acquainted with Andersen's publications as evidenced
by his ease in mentioning titles from the Andersen canon.
Hans Christian Andersen was born in Odense April 2,
1805 and died in Copenhagen August 4, 1875, seventy years
old. As one of Denmark's foremost writers, Andersen's life
has been scrutinized again and again. His several autobiographies, voluminious diaries, and hundreds and
hundreds of letters have been published. Many who were
associated with Andersen wrote about him after his death.
His stories have been analyzed over and over for possible
hidden meanings. 1 0
Bay published this charming and whimsical piece in Den
Danske Pioneer, Thursday, March 31, 1955. It was reprinted
in a collection of sketches published in Copenhagen in 1955
under the title, Mod og Mands Hjerte (Courage and man's
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heart). 11 Just how Bay thought of the topic probably will
never be known, but my own theory is that he was inspired
to write this because of the visits to the U.S. (and Chicago) of
Crown Prince Frederik and Crown Princess Ingrid of Denmark in 1939 and Emperor Haile Selassie of Ethiopia in 1954.
In addition, Bay certainly knew that Andersen had been
invited to the U.S. many times. Andersen had been flattered
by the invitations and pleased that he was much known and
admired in America, but he feared the long sea voyage.
"There is that endless ocean between us," he wrote, "that
long fortnight of raging sea, and I am quite sure that for
many days of that fortnight I should only get sea-sickness for
my money." The last invitation Andersen received (on his
70th birthday) was to attend the centenary of the American
Declaration of Independence to be held in Philadelphia in
1876, and he was told that if he came he would have a
reception greater than that ever accorded to a monarch, but,
of course, when the festivities opened Andersen was dead. 12
Bay convinces us that Andersen would have accepted his
invitation to come to America in 1955. Of course, sea travel
had much improved since 1875, and Andersen would no
doubt have been able to travel in great comfort on an elegant
passenger ship such as the Queen Mary which was the means
of travel for Crown Prince Frederik and Crown Princess
Ingrid in 1939.
Bay has Andersen narrate his story and, remarkably, in
the style Andersen used in his autobiographies.
I first learned of this piece shortly after I met Ellen
Andersen and Agnes and Walter Andersen. In a conversation about the Danish colony of Chicago I happened to ask if
they had known J. Christian Bay. "Oh, we all knew him. He
was a friend of Father's and Mother's," Ellen exclaimed,
"And, he even wrote me into one of his stories."
It wasn't long before I had a copy of that "story" in hand,
and here it is.
IF HANS CHRISTIAN ANDERSEN CAME TO CHICAGO
By J. Christian Bay
[Translated by Walter Andersen and Ellen Andersen
Edited by Rolf Erickson]
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After the outstanding reception in Washington, D.C. and
a visit to the President 13 in the White House with our
excellent Ambassador, Mr. Kauffmann, 14 I visited the
Library of Congress where a collection of my books was on
display. Jean Hersholt, renowned actor, 15 had contributed
this exhibit to the United States. 16 Another elegant reception
was held in my honor where I had to shake hands with so
many hundreds of friendly people that my arm almost went
lame. It was good that the Ambassador was by my side.
With his diplomatic expertise we eventually made our exit to
the car awaiting us. By this time I was completely overcome
with fatigue.
We drove directly to the railroad station to the train
headed for Chicago. 17 Everything goes like lightning in
America. Before I knew it I was quickly settled in a well
appointed parlor car. My dear Washington friends were on
hand to bid me a fond farewell. The train departed and
suddenly I was alone with my thoughts. My destiny, my
strange experiences, were in my thoughts as they had been in
my youth.
Service in the car was excellent. I was served a luncheon
reminding me of the Hotel Phoenix. 18 The hospitable negro
porters were able to understand my poor English and understood my need for rest. The inviting Pullman sleeper was
prepared and my personal effects neatly arranged on my
night table. The last words I heard from my black friend,
who was smiling from ear to ear, were, 'The present King of
Denmark once slept here." 19 He withdrew with a bow and
said, "Good night, your Exellency!"
I had become known as "Excellency" in America. This
excited me so much that I felt befuddled when he asked me if
there was anything else I wished for. He repeated the
question - I shook my head and answered, "No my friend!"
His dark face broke into a beaming smile.
All day I had been feeling twinges of pain in my left foot,
which I injured many years ago in a fall on a stair in
France, 20 but the smooth speed of the tran soon lulled me to
sleep. 21 Fortunately my physical difficulties are often forgotten when my spirit is light and happy. When I awakened
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in the morning, my black friend bade me good morning and
handed me a menu, which I could only read part of. The
word, "toast," puzzled me. Perhaps it meant a morning
drink. I pointed to the items that were my usual modest
morning meal. I arose, had my coffee and white bread in the
drawing room and watched the world glide by in changing
colors. The waiter informed me that we were now in Michigan. 22 I recalled reading about the wild Huron Indians who
inhabited that land by a mighty lake 23 before the country
had become civilized. The lake's deep blue surface shining in
the morning light soon become visible. Friendly little towns
and villas flew past us. I was reminded of Vesterhavet 24
when I saw the shore with its white sand dunes.
We stopped at a little town in the middle of a green
oasis,2 5 and someone knocked at my compartment door.
The porter put in his head and announced that a "Danish
gentlemen" had come to bid me welcome. An outgoing,
pleasant man stepped in. "My name is Fred Hansen. 26 Welcome to Chicago!" I understood that he was a representative
for the nation, a sort of Congressman, which seemed natural
to him. He explained that Chicago was still about fifty miles
away, but he came as an advance agent to explain that a
magnificent welcome was planned and the whole city was
out with the Danes in the lead.
The train rounded the southern part of Lake Michigan.
We collected my baggage while my worthy guest representing the Danes emphasized the importance of my visit.
Schools were closed, and thousands of people had been
lining the streets since early morning. A festive parade was
planned, taking me through the main streets which would be
flying the Danish flag together with the stars and stripes. It
was not without concern that I listened to Mr. Hansen's
description of impressive preparations. I discovered that he
had not exaggerated. When we finally reached our destination the railroad station was bedecked with flags and the
streets tightly packed with people, shoulder to shoulder. Out
of the crowd suddenly appeared the Mayor of Chicago. 27 In
his speech he referred to a visit that the famous Emperor of
Abyssinia had made to the city, but he saw in me more than
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an Emperor. 28 He said I was a friend to children the world
over and to their parents to whom I had given hope and
pleasure. I was greeted by him as an esteemed friend and
guest. This was an overwhelming moment and I wept with
joy. Danish greetings amplified the Mayor's beautiful welcome. I pressed the hands of many, expressed my heartfelt
thanks and waved to many that cheered around me.
I hardly realized that I was being driven in a decorated
automobile, and accompanied by an escort we drove slowly
out on a wide street where sidewalks were packed with
adults as well as children. My friend Hansen sat at my one
side and on the other side was a Mr. George Ugilt, 29 who
held a high position among the thousands of Danes, in this
mighty city; he touched my arm in a warm manner when my
emotions got the better of me. We drove through a large
park, 30 many times bigger than Kongens Have. 31 There too,
people in great numbers were in attendance, and then we
stopped in front of a monument. It was myself, as I really
look, sitting with a young swan at my feet. 32
"Now our Danish songbirds will sing," said Mr. Ugilt. A
circle of men in white caps was formed around the
monument. 33 Under the direction of a tall, handsome man, 34
they sang "In Denmark I was born ... " 35 My heart melted,
memories of disappointments disappeared as did my fears
and past sorrows. I felt humble, thankful, elated and
comforted. My poor work with my pen was being appreciated; even here in the wild Redskin's distant fairy tale land
I was recognized and understood. On my entire trip, however, I did not see any Redskins. For the most part the
population resembles Europe except that here one sees
numerous smiling Negroes, mostly in positions of service.
I was taken to a fine, large hotel, at least 34 stories
high. 36 In addition a penthouse had been built on the roof
with many beautifully furnished rooms. Here I was to live. A
private elevator was one of the luxuries in my suite, which
was reserved for wealthy and prominent guests. The lavish
surroundings and the staff of servants bewildered me. I was
horrified thinking of spending several nights at this unaccustomed height. What if there were an earthquake or a fire! My
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modest Danish baggage had been placed in the lovely bedroom. The suitcases were Christmas presents from my dear
Collin 37 and my good friend Mrs. Scavenius from
Basnaces. 38 They didn't look very fashionable in these surroundings.
After having been interviewed and photographed by
many, I enjoyed a couple of hours of rest. The ordeal of
facing newspapermen which was like purgatory for me, was
made tolerable by the support of my countrymen. This
experience also rather pleased me as I recalled the many
times I had been annoyed and insulted by my own Danish
journalists. One of my new friends, Mr. Aksel Nielsen, 39
was undaunted in translating my stammering answers to
hundreds of questions. 40 This Nielsen was a bright and
clever businessman and most considerate. He was tactful and
positive but terse with a young newspaperman who asked
why I never married, 41 especially since I was assumed to
have acquired wealth as an author. 42
Later that day we visited the Danish Old People's
Home43 and the Danish Childrens Home. 44 The children
sang beautifully and the old people gathered round me,
many with tears in their eyes. I had to read "Ole Luk0ie45
and 'The Emperor's New Clothes46 to them. Afternoon
coffee with Danish layer cake47 was enjoyed in small groups.
Otto in Hovedvagtsgade48 could not have baked it better.
Next on the program was a visit to the Danish Trinity
Church, 49 where the minister, Rev. Erik M011er, 50 received
us very courteously. After having seen the church I rested for
a while in the parsonage 51 and dozed in a cozy room while
my escort made himself comfortable in the study. During my
nap I dreamed that I was with my old friend Thorvaldsen52
in his studio in Rome and marveled at his sculptured bust of
our friend Baroness Stampe 53 from Nys0.
Next on the agenda was a banquet to be held in Dania
Society's hall. 54 A canopy and a carpet extending over the
sidewalk were at the entrance to this beautiful building. As
we arrived, we were welcomed by excellent Danish singers
leading the huge crowd of formally attired guests in "There is
a Lovely Land." 55 The Honorable Consul General, Poul
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Scheel, 56 who already had done me the honor of greeting me
at the station, stepped forth and in beautiful words expressed
his countrymen's delight in seeing me in their midst. I had the
honor of having his lovely and lively wife as my table
partner. 57 During the banquet an orchestra 58 played Danish
melodies.
The speeches were started by a young Dr. Nielsen, who
with remarkably beautiful diction read one of his own poems
in my honor. 59 My table partner informed me that the
doctor was a dentist. I shuddered for a moment having
always been afraid of dentists. Strangely enough my teeth
had not bothered me since my arrival in New Yark. 60 Even if
he was an expert dentist, he was no less a gifted writer. I rose
and greeted him as a friend and brother. One speaker
followed another, all expressing their pleasure at meeting
me. I found myself pleased in this good company and forgot
about the difficulties of the long sea voyage and my
precarious perch under the clouds - yes, "High under the
roof, where the swallows live," in this big hotel. Suppose
there was an earthquake! Mr. Ugilt assured me that never
has there been an earthquake in Chicago.
A man now came forward, whose outgoing and noble
bearing reminded me of the beloved Michael Wiehe 61 at our
Royal Theater. His name was Ove Knudsen. 62 It became
very quiet in this large gathering, when he read, with dignity
and feeling, my first work, "The Dying Child." 63 Then with
gestures and dramatic expression, he read the fairy tale
called "The Rags," 64 in its time much discussed. This brought
on lively applause. I rose, went over to him and embraced
him; we were both very much moved. The guests shouted
for an encore, and then Mr. Knudsen, with complete silence
in the room, recited with deep feeling and accurately to the
last word, my fairy tale "The Little Match Girl." 65 I had not
expected to hear such developed Danish verbal art in
America, the land of the wild Hurons which I had read about
in Birch's reader as a boy. 66 I recalled, too, the map in the
school at Helsing0r67 with large letters across the whole of
western United States which read "The Great Desert" and
"Mandan-Territory," 68 - fearful words. Flowers have truly
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flourished in that desert, honor for Denmark and unforgettable memories for me.
My faith supported me in the strenuous activities of this
day. Mr. Hansen finally gave the word to a young man of
the second generation, namely a Mr. Donald Mose. 69 This
young man spoke artfully and with feeling about his Danish
heritage, which youth in its turn seeks to preserve - and all
at once his young wife stood up at his side and said, "Yes,
you, Hans Christian Andersen, you were a hero to us in our
childhood, and you will always remain a hero in the generations to come." I had to get up again; I pressed the two dear
young people to my breast and wished them luck on their
journey in life. The young woman's name was Ellen, and her
outgoing charm will be among my dearest memories from
my great trip.7°
It was quite late when the festivities finally ended. The
singers ended with the American national anthem, people
surrounded me to say goodbye, everyone had heartfelt
words to say to me. Eventually, my loyal escort, Mr. Hansen
and I reached the waiting car. A large contingent of guests
gathered outside and shouted a ninefold cheer. Little Ellen
Mose then came running toward me with a bouquet of roses.
Around the stems was wound a napkin from the banquet
table so that I would not hurt my hands on the thorns.
Unconsciously my thoughts went back to the time when I
was given more thorns than roses.
We quickly reached the big hotel. Mr. Ugilt led me into a
tiny room, which suddenly rose with great speed. In a
moment the door opened into my beautiful villa in the
clouds. I stood for an instant looking over the sleeping city in
a sea of lights, and thought again, "The great American
desert and Mandan-Territory."
Fred Hansen said quietly, "Yes, dear Mr. State Councillor,71 now you need some peace and quiet, and we will say
goodnight. The management will see to your comfort and
satisfy your wishes. You will be as at ease here as if you were
in "Rolighed" in Rosenvamget. 72 However, Ugilt and I will
spend the night in another room with one eye open. And
now sleep well." It was a great comfort for me to know that
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these men were so close. 73 I went to sleep in my princely
furnished room immediately. I dreamed that I sat on the
Spanish Steps in Rome where all travelers to the Eternal City
have been. Out of the crowd a young woman appeared. She
smiled at me and said, "You were our hero in our childhood,
Hans Christian Andersen." I gave her my hand and
answered, "Ellen Mose, in my old age I have found inspiration in you, and youth is the most wonderful state of mind a
poet can wish for - youth, ah youth."
Then I sank into the arms of Morpheus, 74 high over the
great city.
FOOTNOTES
1 "Hans Christian Andersen Anniversary," in Library Journal, 80:6
(March 15, 1955), 665, 669.
2 Current Biography Yearbook 1956 (New York, 1957) p. 323 .
3 H. Einar Mose, Dania Society of Chicago The Centennial History

1862-1962 . (Chicago, 1962) p. 77.
4 Axel's full name was Axel Miller Andersen while his wife was Olga
0sterhaab. Letter from Walter Andersen, Glenview, Illinois, to Rolf
Erickson, Evanston, November 25, 1988. Walter adds, "Agnes Ingrid
[my late wife] was born on December 26, 1916 in Chicago. Holger
Christian was born March 7, 1918, and Ellen Kirstine was born on
October 4, 1925. Axel's family came from Denmark as a whole, the
parents settling in southwestern Minnesota where they farmed and
Axel going to Minneapolis where he worked at his trade as a carpenter. Olga came with her sister to stay with an uncle in Elsinore,
Missouri. However, they soon left to settle down in Oak Park,
Illinois. Eventually Axel and Olga met in Chicago. I, Walter George
Andersen, was born on March 19, 1912, in Chicago . My parents were
Walter and Rebecca Andersen, both born in Denmark, but brought
over here by their parents as small children. My father was nine
months old and my mother five years . My father's family settled in
Menominee, Michigan, and my mother's family came here to
Chicago where, for economic reasons, my father settled after he grew
up and became a printer. The two families, however, have no
common ancestry as the two Andersens came from different parts of
Denmark." (Agnes Andersen died unexpectedly Friday, January 22,
1988, at her home in Glenview, Illinois. Ed.)
5 Axel was frequently called on to take part in Dania activities, often

making speeches and giving presentations. When the young people's
society needed a chaperone, it was Axel Andersen they chose. Mose,
Dania, pp. 39, 44.
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6 Mit K0kkenvindu (Chicago, 1959, 76 pp.) was published as a memorial after Olga's death by her three children.
7 Who 's Who in Chicago and Vicinity 1936, (Chicago, 1936) p. 71.
8 Interview with Carmen Wilson Walsh, September 16, 1980, Evanston,
Illinois. Herman H. Henkle, "Bay, Jens Christian (1871-1962),"
Dictionary of American Library Biography, (Littleton, Colorado,
1978) pp. 16-17; and National Cyclopa:?edia of American Biography,
vol. 50, p. 92.
9 See the Chapter "What was he like?" in Elias Bredsdorff's Hans
Christian Andersen, pp. 275 ff.
10 For a fairly complete bibliography of Andersen's works in Danish
and translations into English, his autobiographies, correspondence,
diaries, notebooks, drawings, sketches, paper cuttings, etc., see Elias
Bredsdorff's Hans Christian Andersen (London, 1975), pp. 366-372.
11 The full title is Mod og Mands Hjerte; Forta:?llinger og Oplevelser 2.
Samling (Courage and man's heart, sketches and experiences, volume
2) and it was published by De Unges Forlag (164 pp.). The piece on
Andersen appears on pages 140-146. From the back cover we learn
that Dr. Axel Garbo reviewed the book for the well-known daily
Copenhagen paper, Berlingske Tidende, and gave it high marks:
'There are smiles, tears, romance and bitter truth in these sketches.
This is a positive book and a truthful book, not only is it entertainment but it expresses the thought of a wise and thoughtful man."
About our article it was said, "'If H.C. Andersen Came to Chicago,'
shows that Dr. Bay is very much alive and as vital as ever." A collection of Bay's writings also published by De Unges Forlag appeared in
1954 uncle: the title, Frisk Luft; Forta:?llinger og Oplevelser 1. Samling
(Fresh air; sketches and experiences, volume 1), 149 pp.
12 Bain, Hans Christian Andersen, pp. 432; 359-360.
13 The President of the U.S. in 1955 was Dwight David Eisenhower
(1890-1969) .
14 His Excellency, Henrik Louis Kauffmann (1888-1963), was appointed
Danish Minister to the United States in 1939; he defied the German
dominated Danish government in 1940 and represented Danish interests throughout the war. After the war in 1945 King Christian X formally confirmed his appointment as Minister. In 1947 he was named
Ambassador and held that post until 1958. On April 1, 1955, the day
before the 150th anniversary of the birth of Hans Christian Andersen,
Kauffmann announced that a nine-foot statue of Andersen by George
Lober, the gift of the children of Denmark and America, would be set
up in New York City's Central Park. "No matter what the human
race is doing in the way of wise things or foolish, Andersen's fairy
stories will still be read," he declared. Current Biography Yearbook

-75-

1956 (New York, 1957) pp. 322-324 and Current Biography Yearbook
1963 (New York, 1964) p. 211.
15 Jean Hersholt (1886-1956) was born in Denmark and came to the U.S.
in 1912. Although he made films for more than fifty years he was best
known for his "Dr. Christian" radio show, the name of which, incidentally, was chosen because Hans Christian Andersen was his
favorite author. Hersholt was an ardent collector of Anderseniana
and amassed a large number of first editions, manuscripts and letters
which he himself described in the June 1944 American Scandinavian
Review (32:2, 143-150). He also translated many of Andersen's stories
which were published in several volumes. Hersholt was active in
Danish war relief activities in World War II. Current Biography Yearbook 1944 (New York, 1945) pp. 288-290 and Current Biography
Yearbook 1956 (New York, ,1957) p. 262.
16 The Library of Congress exhibited its collection of Hans Christian
Andersen presented to the library by Jean Hersholt from April 2 to
July 31, 1955. The library issed a 200 page Catalog of the Jean Herhalt Collection (Washington, D.C., 1954) containing articles by Mr.
Hersholt and Fredrick R. Goff, Chief of the Rare Book Division of the
library. "Hans Christian Andersen Anniversary," Library Journal,
March 15, 1955, p. 665.
17 Hans Christian Andersen must have been taken to Union Station
where the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad's premier train, the Capitol
Limited, was waiting for a 5:30 p.m. departure. The Official Guide of
the Railways, March 1955, p. 413. "The train had become a national
institution, a gathering place for celebrities and the epitome of the
sumptuous life in travel." Carl Condit's Chicago 1930-1970 (Chicago,
1974), p. 250.
18 The Hotel Phoenix was at Bredgade 37 at the corner of Dronningens
Tvrergade in Copenhagen. Karl Baedeker, Norway, Sweden and
Denmark (Leipzig, 1909) p. 395.
19 Since the porter knew for certain that Hans Christian Andersen was
using the same parlor car used by King Frederik IX (1899-1972) who,
as Crown Prince, had visited the U.S. (and Chicago) in 1939 with his
wife Ingrid, then Crown Princess, that means that this parlor car was
transferred to the B&O Railroad for Hans Christian Andersen's visit.
Crown Prince Frederik and Crown Princess Ingrid arrived in Chicago
on Sunday evening, April 23, 1939, but from the West. They began
their 34 day visit to the U.S. in Panama and the Canal Zone. They
then visited Los Angeles and San Francisco after which they made
several stops across country including stops at the Hoover Dam,
Iowa State College, and Minneapolis. The Chicago Tribune reported
that they had a private drawing room parlor car from Minneapolis
(April 24, p. 1) while The New York Times added that when the
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royal couple arrived in Chicago "they received a tumultuous welcome from several thousand persons, including the Scandinavian
colony of Chicago, as they stepped off the Milwaukee Road's streamlined Hiawatha at the Union Station." The Danish Old People's
Home in Norwood Park was on their itinerary. (Chicago Tribune ,
April 24, p. 1) The royal couple also stayed at the Stevens Hotel and
were given a reception at the Dania Hall, 1651 North Kedzie Avenue.
(Chicago Tribune, Wednesday, April 26, p. 3). Clearly Andersen's
visit in 1955 paralleled the visit in 1939 of the Crown Prince and
Crown Princess.
20 A fall on a stair in France has not been confirmed, but Andersen did
have an accident in the spring of 1872 in Innsbruck in Germany when
he rose in the night and fell while reaching for a chair. He suffered
contusions on the knee-cap, thighs, shoulders and temples and for a
time he could walk only with great difficulty . The incident is described in some detail in R. Nisbet Bain's Hans Christian Andersen
(London, 1895) pp. 413-414. Andersen had extended visits to France
in 1833 and 1843. In 1867 he made two visits to Paris to attend the
World Exhibition. In 1869 he visited Nice and Paris. Bo Gnmbech,
Hans Christian Andersen (Boston, 1980), pp. 11; 252; 257.
21 Andersen enjoyed the train travel. His first train took place in the
autumn of 1840 when he took a train from Magdeburg to Dresden .
He was delighted with the smoothness of the ride and the speed at
which it progressed. "It was just the mode of traveling he had been
longing for all his life and he had now, he says, a capital idea of what
the flight of birds of passage must be." Bain, Hans Christian Andersen, p. 208.
22 Either H. C. Andersen did not understand the waiter or the waiter
was mistaken. The rail line of the B&O did not pass through Michigan enroute to Chicago on this run. Obviously either the waiter or
Andersen saw a sign that they were then in Huron County, Ohio, for
the train passed through the towns of Greenwich and Willard in
Huron County. The Official Guide of the Railways, pp. 402-403.
23 Andersen recalled the name of the largest of the Great Lakes far to the
north of where he was traveling at the time . The Hurons were the
northwestern members of the Iroquoian family living west of Lake
Huron, now northern Minnesota and southern Ontario.
24 Yesterhavet is the name of a part of the coast of Western Jutland
south of Esbjerg and known for its wide, firm, white sand beaches. It
is sheltered by the island of Fan0 and a popular summer resort area.
L. Russell Muirhead, ed., Denmark (London, 1955) p . 3.
25 This stop on the B&O run from Washington would have been a special one for the purpose of permitting Fred Hansen to board. There
ordinarily was no stop on the line fifty miles from Chicago. Perhaps
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Andersen's memory has confused the order of things: Mr. Hansen
would have had to board somewhere in Indiana before the train
reached the shoreline of Lake Michigan. The Official Guide of the
Railways, p. 413.
26 Fred Hansen, my husband, was born in Denmark September 14, 1899
and came to this country when he was 21. When he started working
he did as most immigrants and had to find his way doing all sorts of
jobs. Finally he started delivering meals to the men at the Motorola
plant and finally we got the concession for the cafeterias for the
plants. He died February 28, 1981 at the age of 81. He was active in
all sorts of things in the Danish colony. He was decorated by King
Frederik with the "Riddarkors." Queen Ingrid recognized him for his
work with the Save the Children Federation." Telephone interview
with Betty Hansen, Des Plaines, December 27, 1988. "Fred Hansen
was not a Congressman; I think what you see here is Bay's wry sense
of humor. Fred Hansen was involved in a lot of Danish activities and
charities, always very busy and some considered him officious." Telephone interview with Walter Andersen, December 12, 1988. Fred
Hansen was clearly a popular figure in Dania; in September 1958 the
Danish National Committee gave a banquet in honor of Fred Hansen's 60th birthday. Mose, Dania, p. 78.
27 The mayor of Chicago in 1955 was Marin H. Kennelly. Florence E.
Johnson, The Mayors of Chicago ... a chronological list (Chicago,
1962) [p. 17].
28 Mayor Kennelly alludes to the visit of His Imperial Majesty Haile
Selassie I, Emperor of Ethiopia, who visited the U.S. (and Chicago) in
1954. Christine Sandford, The Lion of Judah Hath Prevailed (Westport, CT, 1972) p. 161. Abyssinia is the former name of Ethiopia and
the name more familiar to Andersen.
29 "George Ugilt was prominent in the Danish societies . . . His occupation was building maintenance superintendent for one of the high rise
apartment buildings on Lake Shore Drive, in the 1400's, I believe."
Walter Andersen, November 19, 1988. H. Einar Mose describes Ugilt
as "certainly one of Dania's most popular members and was one of
the best liked Danish-Americans in Chicago. He was an excellent
leader and had the poise and physique (a former Royal Guard member) to go with it." Ugilt, a member of Dania after 1946, was Dania's
vice president in 1951 and was president 1952-53. George Ugilt and
his wife Jane relocated to Florida in 1957 where he was a realtor and
the East Florida editor of Den Danske Pioneer; he was awarded the
Knight's cross of Dannebrog. Dania, pp. 72-73. (According to Mose's
history of Dania, the president of Dania in 1955 was Oscar Terp who
Walter Andersen remembers as the owner of a stair-building shop
and then a fairly young man. Terp thus should have had the honor of
escorting Andersen instead of Ugilt, but perhaps "the Committee on
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Arrangements," i.e., Bay, felt that the distinction should go to Ugilt,
one of the older members of the colony. Ed.)
30 Lincoln Park on Chicago's near north side.
31 Kongens Have (The King's garden) is a public park in Copenhagen
where there is a famous statue of Andersen by August Saabye showing a seated Andersen reading to an imaginary audience. The proposed statue was announced on Andersen's 70th birthday and Andersen's first reaction to the statue was quite negative. It is thus noteworthy that Andersen likes the statue in Lincoln Park in Chicago that
he viewed a little later. Bredsdorff, Hans Christian Andersen, pp.
271; 296. The park is about three Chicago blocks square. For a map
see Stuart Rossiter's Denmark (London, 1965) p. 70 ff .
32 The Danish-American sculptor Johannes Sophus Gelert (d. 1923)
created the statue of Andersen in Lincoln Park; it was unveiled in
1896. Aase Bak, Danske-Amerikanske Kunstnere, 1850-1914.
(Master's thesis, Aarhus University, 1979) pp. 32, 50-51. See also
Esther Sparks, A Biographical Dictionary of Painters and Sculptors
in Illinois, 1808-1945 (Ph.D. dissertation, Northwestern University,
1971) p. 389 who adds that Gelert had other commissions in Chicago
as well; he executed the Haymarket Memorial to the fallen policemen (now at the Police Academy) and a memorial for Ludvig von
Beethoven (in Lincoln Park) .
33 The group was the chorus, Harmonien (The Harmony), which shared
the facilities of Dania. Harmonien was formed in 1884. Mose, Dania,
pp. 23, 75.
34 The conductor of Harmonien was Earl Bichel. Mr. Bichel was born
November 7, 1921 in Chicago of Danish parents . He earned master's
degrees in music education and voice at the Chicago Conservatory
and worked as a schoolteacher and music supervisor in high schools
in the western suburbs; he began conducting Harmonien about 1947
and stopped around 1962. He and his wife Grethe, the daughter of
Ove Knudsen, live in River Forest." Telephone interview with Earl
Bichel, December 12, 1988.
35 This was a good choice. "I Danmark er jeg fodt, der har jeg hjemme"
(In Denmark I am born, there I am at home) is a four verse poem by
Andersen; the poem was put to music by Henrik Rung. Danmarks
Melodibog, vo. 1 (K0benhavn, no date) p. 70. Henrik Run (1807-71),
composer and choral director in Copenhagen, would have been
known to Andersen. Dansk Biografisk Leksikon, vol. 12 (1982), pp.
473-474.
36 'The Hotel, I am sure, was the Stevens, now the Hilton, on Michigan
Avenue." Walter Andersen, November 19, 1988.
37 Edvard Collin, a few years Andersen's junior, became the brother
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Andersen never had. Edvard took care of practical matters for
Andersen and could also have arranged to secure luggage for him. (It
would be very much like Andersen to complain that his luggage
"didn't look very fashionable" without realizing he might hurt the
givers of the gifts. Ed.) Bredsdorff, Hans Christian Andersen. p. 83 ff.
38 Lady Scavenius of the manor of Basnces entertained Andersen but is
best remembered as the person with whom Andersen had arguments
about religious matters. Andersen said he believed in the Father, Son
and Holy Ghost" as concepts not as persons, not as bodily creations,"
quite a radical point of view for the period. Bredsdorff, Hans Christian Andersen. p. 298.
39 "Aksel Nielsen was another of the wealthy Danes prominent in the
societies. He made his money running the food service concession at
the Zenith Radio plant which was also engaged in war work. He
started out as a milkman and then sold sandwiches from a motorcycle sidecar in front of the Zenith plant. Later, after the war he
bought a hamburger stand on North Avenue a few blocks west of
Harlem Avenue and made a Danish restaurant out of it, and it eventually developed into the Nielsen's Restaurant now operating there."
Walter Andersen, November 19, 1988.
40 Although Andersen studied English and tried to speak it, his poor
English was legendary; in England while meeting Charles Dickens in
1847 Andersen's English was so bad that Dickens asked Andersen to
speak Danish as that language was easier for him to understand.
Gnz,nbech, Hans Christian Andersen, p. 46.
41 This was a difficult topic for Andersen. Although he had romances
and infatuations with many (including Jenny Lind) which his friends
(and public) knew, he remained always the disappointed lover, and
he was quite sensitive about it. For a description of his relations with
women see Wolfgang Lederer's The Kiss of the Snow Queen; Hans
Christian Andersen and Man's Redemption by Woman (Berkeley,
1986) pp. 139-141.
42 This was another sensitive issue for Andersen. While he had been
impoverished as a youth and young man, by the time he reached
middle age he was quite well off financially. He was a good manager
of his money but never lost the fear of being poor or losing what he
owned. In 1867 his fortune amounted to 12,506 rigsdaler, considered
to be most respectable. Bredsdorff, Hans Christian Andersen, p. 251.
43 The Danish Old People's Home was at 5656 North Newcastle,
Chicago.
44 The Danish Lutheran Orphan Home was located at 3320 Evergreen
Avenue, Chicago.
45 "Ole Luk0ie" was first published in 1850. "Luhie" could be trans-
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lated "shut-eye" while "Ole," of course, is a popular Scandinavian
man's first name. Ole Luk0ie induces children to sleep and then tells
them stories so "they dream the most beautiful dreams all night long."
The tale can be found in Jean Hersholt's translation, Andersen's Fairy
Tales (New York, 1943) pp. 151-162.
46 "Keiserens nye Klreder" was first published in 1837 as part of Eventur
fortalte for B0rn (Tales, told for children).
47 Lagkage or layer cake, was, and is, a popular dessert in the Danish
colony - a very special dessert - but it was only done by the finest
of bakers. I recall it was often served at Dania. My own mother didn't
make lagkage because it took so much time, and when I have served
lagkage (as I did for my sister Agnes' 70th birthday), I have called up
the Petersen-Wehner Bakery in Addison. The recipe that Mette
Shayne of Northwestern found for you sounds right but I recall three
layers as being enough. Of course, the jelly filling should be raspberry jelly." Telephone interview with Ellen Andersen, Oak Park,
December 28, 1988. Mette Shayne's recipe: 1 cup sugar, 1/3 cup
butter, 2 eggs, 1/2 cup milk, 2 cups flour, 2 teaspoons baking powder,
salt, 1 teaspoon vanilla. Cream sugar and butter thoroughly, add
eggs, milk, flavoring and the sifted flour, baking powder, salt. Sift
three times. Bake in five layers at 350 degrees. The alternate fillings
between the layers should be jelly, custard filling and crushed almond
macaroons. Cover the top with whipped cream. For the custard filling
take 2 cups milk, 3 egg yolks, 1/3 cup sugar, 3 tablespoons corn
starch, salt, and almond flavoring. Scald the milk. In a separate bowl
beat together beaten yolks, sugar and corn starch, beating well. Add
to scalded milk, cook slowly in a double boiler until thick. Cool to
room temperature before using.
48 "Otto," known to Andersen to make a good lagkage must be the
same confectioner listed at Amagertorv 23 in Copenhagen in 1909.
Karl Baekeder, Norway, Sweden and Denmark (Leipzig, 1909) p. 396.
49 The Danish Lutheran Trinity Church was on the Northeast corner of
Francisco Avenue and Cortez Street in Chicago.
50 "Rev. Erik M0ller was the pastor of the Danish Lutheran Trinity
Church to which our parents belonged and where we grew up. At this
period the Danish Church in this area was beginning to die out."
Walter Andersen, November 19, 1988. "My father, Erik M0ller, was
born January 12, 1901 in Sindal, Denmark. He visited the U.S. the
first time in 1914 with his aunt and returned to Denmark. He came
with her again in 1917 but that time he stayed; he was 16. He attended
Grand View College and Seminary in Des Moines and was ordained
in 1933. We came to Trinity in Chicago in 1953 and left there in 1959.
Dad lives with us now, and, aside from being a little hard of hearing,
he is fine. Our address is 1409 Humphrey Lane, El Campo, Texas
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77437. We all sure remember Ellen Andersen and Walter Andersen.
You give them our greetings." Telephone interview with Arild M0ller,
January 1, 1989.
51 "The parsonage was behind the church on Cortez Street, east of the
church." Walter Andersen, December 12, 1988.
52 Bertel Thorvaldsen (1768-1844), the Danish sculptor, had been resident in Rome since 1797 and his studio was a meeting place for most
of the Scandinavian intellectuals who visited Rome; Thorvaldsen and
Andersen became good friends. Gr0nbech, Hans Christian Andersen.
p. 37.
53 "Baronesse" Christine Marguerite Salome Stampe (1797-1868) was
also an author and intellectual whose family spent a number of years
in Italy where she met Thorvaldsen and other Scandinavians who
congregated in Rome. Her summer home at Nys0 and her winter
home in Copenhagen became meeting places for the leading artists
and writers of Denmark, H.C. Andersen among them. She was
instrumental in organizing a museum of Thorvaldsen's work. Thorvaldsen did the bust of Baroness Stampe which Andersen refers to in
1842, and it can be viewed in Thorvaldsen's museum in Copenhagen.
Dansk Biografisk Leksikon, vol. 13 (K0benhavn, 1983) pp. 623-624.
54 "The halls of the Dania Society at 1651 North Kedzie was a three
story red brick building with a ballroom on the first floor where banquets were held. For important visitors they did put out a canopy
and run a carpet out to the curb." Walter Andersen, December 12,
1988.
55 "Der er et yndigt Land, det star med brede B0rge ncer salten 0sterstrand" (There is a lovely land, it stands with spreading beech trees
along the salty 0sterstrand) is a popular Danish national song. The
words are by Adam Oehlenschlager (1779-1850), H.C. Andersen's
good friend, and the melody is by Hans Ernst Kr0yer. Danmarks
Melodibog, vol. 1, p. 28. Hans Ernst Kr0yer (1798-1879) was a composer who lived most of his life in Copenhagen and would have been
acquainted with H.C. Andersen. "Det er et yndigt land" is his most
famous melody. Dansk Biografisk Leksikon, vol. 8 (1981) p. 371.
56 "Paul Scheel [b. 1890] was the Danish Consul General in Chicago in
those years who, I suppose performed his duties adequately, but was
not generally well liked in the colony. To me he seemed a 'know it all'
and a bit of a pompous ass." Walter Andersen, November 19, 1988.
Scheel served as Consul General until 1960; Dania held a farewell
luncheon for him and Mrs. Scheel. Mose, Dania, p. 80.
57 Mrs. Poul Scheel was Edel Kjerstrup, born in 1910. Kraks Bia Bogg
1955. p. 1362.
58 "The orchestra must have been 'Marinus Paulsens Orkester' used for
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all the important Danish colony functions. It was a semi-professional
group, and by that I mean that the orchestra members got paid for
their services but this was not their sole living." Walter Andersen,
December 12, 1988.
59 Dr. Emmanuel Nielsen. If Dr. Nielsen wrote a poem about Andersen
it, unfortunately, has been lost, but many years later, in 1986, Dr.
Nielsen wrote an article about Andersen entitled, "He wrote
with a wisdom," for The Sun-Tattler (Hollywood, Florida) which
appeared on Tuesday, April 15. The article carried this short biographical statement: Emanuel Nielsen of Hallandale, [Florida], a
retired dentist and native of Denmark, is the author of five books of
poetry. He has also written musical compositions, one of which,
"Farewell," was twice performed by the People's Symphony Orchestra
of Chicago. He has appeared three times as a speaker at the 4th of July
Celebration at Rebild National Park in Denmark. Walter Andersen
adds: "Dr. Nielsen was a dentist with poetical leanings. I guess he was
a good dentist as [my wife] Agnes went to him when she was a child
and some of his fillings never fell out. I was never impressed by his
poetry; it was of the Eugene Field type, rhyming and quite sentimental
but I guess that was 19th century Danish." (November 19, 1988). Dr.
Nielsen was born in 1902 and in 1955 lived at 105 Scranton Avenue,
Lake Bluff, Illinos. Kraks Bia Bog 1955, p. 1125. "Dr. Nielsen retired
to Hallandale, Florida, but died in August, 1988, in Elk Grove,
Illinois, while visiting his daughter Harriet Murphy who was living in
Itasca." Telephone interview with Grethe Bichel, December 12, 1988.
60 Throughout his life Andersen was plagued with toothache. His problems began when he was quite young, and they continued until he
had lost all his teeth - and even then his false teeth caused him much
pain. Bredsdorff, Hans Christian Andersen, p. 288.
61 Michael Rosing Wiehe (1820-1864) was an immensely gifted and
popular actor of the Royal Theater (Den Kongelige Teater) from
1845. When Wiehe died at the age of 44, H.C. Andersen was one of
four well-known figures who wrote memorial poems in his honor.
Dansk Biografisk Leksikon, vol. 15 (K0benhavn, 1984) pp. 507-509.
62 "Ove Knudsen was a Danish actor who had appeared, I believe, on
the stage of the Royal Theater in Copenhagen. He was very active in
putting on plays in Danish for the various societies. He also coached
us when we were young, in a production of Ibsen's A Doll's House in
English in which Agnes and I and her brother and my sister had the
leading parts." Walter Andersen, November 19, 1988. Dania honored
Ove Knudsen along with Orla Juul as the Danish colony's favorite
actors with a luncheon at Dania in 1956. Mose, Dania, p. 78. "My
father, Ove Knudsen, was born February 18, 1874 in Salgelse, Denmark, and came to the U.S. as a young man. Besides acting, he conducted a lot of choirs and choruses in Chicago and was well-respected.
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He was decorated by the King of Denmark and was a good friend of
Bay's. He died a week before what would have been his 88th birthday
on, I think, February 10, 1962." Telephone interview with Grethe
Knudsen Bichel, December 12, 1988. Mrs. Bichel's scrapbook yields
additional data: Ove Knudsen was the son of a teacher in Slagelse. He
became an actor and traveled over all of Scandinavia until he came
to Chicago in 1914 with his family. In Chicago he became very active
in the Danish colony theater continuing until the age of 80. In 1954
he received the decoration, "Bel0nningsmedaljen i Guld," from the
Danish king. At the age of 82 he retired from the Richardson Reel
and Rod Company after 40 years with the firm. His 85th birthday
was celebrated with an open house at his home in River Grove.
63 "The Dying Child," ("Det D0ende B0rn") a poem, written in 1826
when Andersen was in a mood of sadness and despair over the
criticism of his headmaster, Simon Meisling, who told him he would
be a fifth rate writer and never amount to anything. This poem was
published and, ironically, it was the first poem to give him fame at
home and abroad. For an account of this episode and a translation of
the poem by R. P. Keigwin see Bredsdorff's Hans Christian Andersen, pp. 62-63.
64 "Laserne, Et Eventyr" appeared in December 1868 although the imprint bears the date 1869. The short tale centers on a discussion between two rags on a heap outside of a paper factory. One rag is Norwegian and one Danish, and they discuss the merits of the two
nationalities' languages and literature. "They understood each other
well enough, though the two languages were as different - so the
Norwegian said - as French and Hebrew. We go to the hillside for
ours and get it fresh from the fountain-head, while the Dane cooks up
a mawkish, wish-washy sort of a lingo." The discussion which the
poem prompted may have focused on the rivalries of the two countries
or, more likely, the fact that some Danes disapproved of what they
perceived as H.C. Andersen's criticism of the Danish language and
his use of inanimate objects which talked as though they were human
beings. For a translation of "The Rags" see Andersen's Stories and
Tales (New York, 1872) pp. 33-34.
65 "The Little Match Girl" or "Den lille Pige med Svovlstikkerne" first
appeared in 1845.
66 The Birch who produced the reader must be Hans Jorgen Birch (17501795) who published a number of books and translations on a variety
of subjects, geography, agriculture, statistics, ethics, theology,
pedagogy, linguistics, literature and history. He was a co-editor of
Pontopiddan's Danish atlas. As a schoolboy, Andersen would have
used any number of Birch's books. Dansk Biografisk Leksikon, vol. 2
(K0benhavn, 1979)p. 144.
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67 Andersen attended the Grammar School at Helsing0r in 1826-27 and
there wrote his first mature work. Helsing0r is also the Elsinore of
Shakespeare's Hamlet. Muirhead, Denmark. p. 85.
68 The Mandan Indians were a Siouan-speaking North American Indian
tribe who in ca. 1200 were settled in what is now North Dakota; by
1700 their population numbered 15,000. They were known for their
elaborate ceremonies and hospitality to explorers and traders. In
1837, however, an American Fur Company boat brought smallpox
and caused the death of 95% of the tribe. Only 130-150 survived.
The Encyclopedia Americana, vol. 18 (Danbury, 1981), pp. 222-223 .
69 "Donald Mose was Ellen's husband and was the son of the daughter
of S.N. Nielsen whose construction company was very active in this
area until about 10 years ago. Donald worked as comptroller for the
company, and was a graduate of Dartmouth with an MBA from the
Tuck School of Business. Donald's father, H. Einar Mose, was a librian and worked for J. Christian Bay at the John Crerar Library for
many years." Walter Andersen, November 19, 1988.
70 Ellen, now divorced from Donald Mose, uses her maiden name of
Andersen and lives in Oak Park. (Ed.) "Ellen spent a good part of her
life as a wife and mother, taking care of the house and raising two
adopted children." Walter Andersen, November 19, 1988.
71 This is a reference to the title of "Etatsrad" or State Councillor
which was bestowed on Andersen by King Christian IX. Bain, Hans
Christian Andersen, p. 395.
72 "Rolighed" (Quietude), a villa outside of Copenhagen which, for the

last nine years of Andersen's life, became a second home to him. It
was on the shore of 0resund and Andersen enjoyed gazing out over
the water. "Rolighed" was owned by Moritz G. Melchior, a wealthy
businessman. During the years 1867-1875 Andersen spent long
periods every year as a welcome guest at "Rolighed" where the Melchior family showed immense consideration and kindness. Hans
Christian Andersen died at "Rolighed" August 4, 1875. Bredsdorff,
Hans Christian Andersen, pp. 250-251.
73 This is, no doubt, a reference to the fact that Jonas Collin (the
younger) slept in an adjoining room during Andersen's last illness.
See Bredsdorff's Hans Christian Andersen, p. 273.
74 The god of dreams. "In the arms of Morpheus"= in deep sleep.
Andersen had a good background in classical mythology. For a succinct and clear account of Andersen's school days see pp. 25-27 in
Bo Gr0nbech's Hans Christian Andersen.
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